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As 1989 blossomed into 1990, it
would have been hard to remain
unmoved by the swift turn of things
in world politics. For all his reluctance
to reduce reliance on militarization as
the meaning of American power in
the world, President Bush was stirred
to emotion in a mid-February tele-
vised ncws conference when he spoke
of the heartening signs of freedom in
unexpected places. Whether the
Pentagon, with 9 million on its
payroll, can warm to the prospects of
peace remains to be seen. But it is
clear that changes in Communist and
Facist regimes (Eastern Europe and
South Africa) have lifted the human
spirit across the tightening globe more
than any vast events since the end of
World War IL

Pray Ged that this new hopeful-
ness will mean an increase of moral
energy for tackling the real issues of
national and global security. They are
plain and pressing: staggering debt
and spreading economic inequality, in
this nation and among the nations

TURNING POINT.

massive export of military hardware
to the third world — the looming
global epidemic of AIDS — addictive
patterns of greed, consumerism and
drug use in advanced socicties — and
ominous perils that threaten the
environment world-wide.

From whence cometh the courage
to face these dangers? It seems
accurate to say, from REALITY.
Reality here means the Truth of how
things are and, more deeply, how the
world works. It must be clear that
reality is the source of the sweeping
changes in the Soviet Union and its
satellites. A leader emerged who
could look painful truth in the eye.
Things were falling apart for millions,
Not only did the system fail in its
promises of equality and plenty;
communism wasn’t even delivering
minimal economic justice. Chaos
festered bencath a facade of order and
state power, especially in East Ger-
many as it turns cut.

The triumph of Mr. Gorbachev is
complex, precarious and incomplete.
But at the base of his remarkable ac-
complishments is the courage to
confront reality — and to win others
to face it with him. The samce must be
said for Mr. de Klerk. Apartheid was
not working. The heavy lid of social
and political oppression was rattling
under pressure from the boiling pot of
human outrage. And the sagging
economics of South Africa was
another reality demanding attention.

Reality, as the energy of change,
may be explanation cnough. Reality is
a sturdy secular-sounding word, con-
genial to the secular mind-set that
marks our time almost everywhere in
the world. But for some of us the
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explanation goes to God — the author
and ruler of reality. There are two
aspects of God that are worth ponder-
ing at this TURNING POINT in the
interwoven web of persons, creatures
and the living earth. Both aspects are
rooted in Scripture.

The first is that God loves the
world and does not give up on it. The
Hebrew Bible is singularly clear about
this. Following the flood, when Noah
worshipped at the altar he set up on
the newly dry land,

“the Lord said in his heart, I will never
again curse the ground because of
man.... While the earth remains,
seed time and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night,
shall not cease.”

(Genesis 8:21-22).

In the prophet Hosea there rings
the promise of life put at peace with
the whole of creation:

“And 1 will make for you a covenant
on that day with the beasts of the
field,
And the birds of the air, and the
creeping things of the ground:
And Iwill abolish the bow and the
sword, and war from the land;
And Iwill make you lie down in
safety ...
(Hosea 2:18-19)
The second aspect of the Ruler of
reality that has special significance at
this point of turning is planted at the
threshold of the Christian Scriptures.

“Then was Jesus led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil...”

(St. Matt 4:1)
continued on page 2




TURNING POINT
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The temptation Jesus faced is the
commonest in human experience,
which is the native impulse to use
personal and public power for pur-
poses of control. Power used for
control has at least three faces: self-
aggrandizement (making bread from
stones), manipulation (dazzling the
crowds with a leap from the temple)
and coercion (subjugating the king-
doms of the earth). At the headwaters
of his ministry Jesus repudiated the
use of power for control. In all his
actions and words thereafter it
becomes clear that he held power only
for serving. If it be objected that
servant power makes its user a
victim, everything in the record of
Jesus would argue plainly that no one
took his life. By a decision of his own
making Jesus gave his life.

Thus a Cross stands on the
skyline of history — the emblem of
God’s unyielding love for creation
and the human enterprise. This is the
power that turns the universe. It is the
way things work. It is reality.

Power used for control is not only
illusory; it runs counter to creation
and goes down in disaster. Tyrannical
uses of power are their own undoing;:
Hitlerian facism, Stalinist commu-
nism, Marcos in the Philippines,
Ceausescu in Romania, Noriega in
Panama. All coercive bossism works
its way to sclf-defeat — at home, at
work, wherever. This is reality.

Jesus etched the truth of effective
and enduring power in Christian
memory when he responded to
normal human aspiration for personal
importance. James and John asked for
places of privelege in the Kingdom.
Without anger or impatience, he
replied,

“You know that those who are sup-
posed to rule over the Gentiles lord it
over them... But it shall not be so-
among you; but whoever would be
great among you must be your
servant.”

(St. Mark 10:42-43)

Jesus was not teaching Sunday
School. He was defining the character
of the cosmos. The kingdom of God is
a society of servanthood.

It is characteristic of God to use

those who know not God as instru-

ments of divine purpose. The Persian
king, Cyrus in 536 B.C., conquered
Babylon and initiated the liberation of
the Jews (I Chronicles 36;22-23). Itis a
view consistent with Scripture to see
in the reality-facing boldness of
Mikhail Gorbachev the liberating
purpose and servant power of God. It
may be arguable that the ancient
Persian and the modern Russian play
parallel roles on the stage of history,
both of them entitled to honor by the
people of God. But it is not arguable
that Gorbachev, for all his continuing
devotion to the discredited ideology
of communism, is the preeminent
figure among the leaders of the world
as a servant to human freedom at this
momentous TURNING POINT.
—BJS
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