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SPECIAL REF CEON 7

September 11, 2001

51 //B/} e join with people of our
country and across the

world in sharing a deep sadness, We
mourn for those whose lives were lost,
We also join with those who condemn
the unthinkable atrocity committed by
the terrorists. We do not believe that
violent retribution is the appropriate
response, We challenge our President
to re-think his call to wage war and
urge him to lead the nation in seeking
justice, not revenge.

The day after the tragedy, a public
radio commentator said, “Something
ended on September 11, and a new,
indefinable era has begun.” We agree,

This is a4 new era of immense possibility.

Those of us who are committed to
Servant Leadership can reach toward
a new maturity of spirit. America’s
privileged responsibility is to lead the
world in making peace by high sacri-
fice—not the sacrifice of lives lost to
weaponry, but by lives offered to the
more demanding path of non-violence.

FOUNDER’S VIEW

To move toward
peace means accepting
America’s own meas-
ure of culpability in
arousing the rage of
less favored peoples.

It means refusing a
counter-rage that will
only compound the
alienation of terrorists,
and invite continued attacks. Peace will
rise as 4 new possibility when America
sees power as a call lo serve the world
by mutual respect and caring across
all traditions and boundaries. Serving
the world family now means devoting
as much energy and resources to the
pursuit of peace as we now devote to
preparing for war.

Only the strong can risk being
peacemakers. That must be why the
Christ, in his towering strength, calls
his followers to peacemaking and to
the immensity of moral power that it
takes to love one’s enemies and to pray
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for them. Love is
always a paradox
of velvet and
steel—the velvet
of compassion and
the steel of account-
ability. As Servant
Leaders we can take
the high road of
bringing terrorism
to justice while refusing the violence
of massive indiscriminate retaliation.
Let us risk offending even our own
impulses of righteous rage and move
to the high ground of redemptive
justice and reverence for life. <=

—Bill famieson and Bennett Sims
September 17, 2001

Be sure to visit our website
at wwwi.servieader.org for
the Interfa&f_h'_i;itany for Peace
composed by Bennett J. Sims,
founder of the Institute.

NEW WORLD ABORNING: The Second of Two Installments
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%? ince April of
4/ this year we
have had a new
set of wheels in
our garage, 1t is

a small harbinger
of a new world

in the making—Tlike the first green
shoots of daffodils that brighten the
face of February. It's a small car called
“Prius,” a daffodil name that means
“first” in Greek. Born in Japan under
auspices of the Tovota Motor Company
it combines the motive power of elec-
tricity and fossil fuel. It's an engineer-
ing breakthrough of such ingenuity

that the travel case-size gasoline engine
in front intermittently recharges the
oversize battery behind the rear seat.
Not only does the battery get an
occasional boost from the engine, but
also the friction-induced heat from use
of the brakes generates a recharge.
Result: no need for external recharging,
and up to 55 miles per gallon—
with exhaust emissions of only 10%
of its larger garage mate. The Prius
is also a jackrabbit, rocketing on
command of foot pressure on the
pedal and cruising easily at 65 on
an Interstate.

There is something pleasingly

—hy Bennelf J. Sims

“spiritual” about that car—which is
to say that it stands as an outward and
visible sign of an irreversible shift in
the spirit of contemporary humanity. It
is the shift from careless consumption
and pollution of the planet to a caring
appreciation of our living and vulnera-
ble resource base. The Prius is the
first mass produced “hybrid” vehicle
to honor the cries of our threatened
home in the heavens, And there is
much more to come, General Motors
and Toyota have stepped beyond blind
competition to a working vision of col-
laboration—cooperating on the design
and production of fuel cell vehicles
continued on page 4






