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American leader-
ship prompts this
piece. The earlier
essay for Turning
Point (Summer,
2002) was to

be the finale, the last of three parts.
But the clamor from Washington for
Warfare can shatter the connection
between History and Hope. We seem
not to have learned from the ancient
experience of militarized Rome, nor
from the recent historv of American
military adventuring that Violence

for Violence is a tragic creed. It com-
pounds the very violence it seeks to
conquer. Rome as a world power died
long ago, and America’s current world
preeminence is being squandered on
vain wars, We have not won a war
since 1945—mnot in Korea, not in the
Gulf, and not in Viet Nam, where we
actually gave up and fled the field.

In spite of this stark reality, powerful
voices in Washington lust for a
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n The Dream of God: A Call to
“g Return, Verna Dozier makes a
compelling case that the institutional
Church has fallen far away from the
dream that God intended for us—to
follow Jesus and not merely worship
him. The Servant Leadership School of
Greenshoro responds by operating out
of the belief that every church is called
to prepare servant leaders to follow
Jesus Christ and serve God's dream for
a transformed world. Since 1992, the
School has offered classes, retreats,

History and Hope: 4 Postscript

pre-emptive strike against one more
smaller nation—appearing to exploit
terrorism as a way of perpetuating
their power. This is not an optimistic
moment.

So, what in history offers reason for
hope? To begin with, optimism is not a
synonym for hope. 1t is too shallow. It
cannot go deep enough to confront the
darkness that lurks at the edge of every
happiness. Optimism is helpless before
the power of evil and death, because
it anchors itself in human striving and
in the cyclical ups and downs on the
surface of lime. By contrast, while
celebrating human .
ingenuity, hope s
relies ultimately

[t remains for us to choose

and thae community

—bhy Bennell J. Simy

same source, Toward the end of his
longest letter, Paul prospected on
the future:

“I bave been longing for many years
to visit you on my wday lo Spain,

Jor I bope to see you in passing, and

1o be sent there with your support
afler baving enjoyed your company

for awhile.” I
E —ROMANS 15:23-24

Notice three things about this
“futurist” text. First, Paul did not get to
Spain. The record gets him as far west
as Rome, but no farther. With his heart
on the far horizon, it did not work out.
So it is with
the best of
our futurizing.
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ago that “.. .we

are more than conquerors through

him that loved us.” (Romans 8:37)
This postscript to History and Hope

is rooted in another passage from that

workshops,
small groups
and other spiri-
tual formation
opportunities on
an ecumenical
basis to hun-
dreds from a
wide variety of
churches and
organizations. The School has nurtured
or given birth to a variety of new min-
istries to serve the community; brought
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powerless in
the face of that hard reality. If optimism
were powerful we would never need
forgiveness, nor need to forgive. Nor
would we need the guts and the grace
continued on page 5
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new life, purpose
and spiritual vitality
to participating indi-
viduals, churches
and organizations;
and excited many of
us with a compelling
vision of Christian
discipleship for the
twenty-first century.
After his ordination in 1989, The
Rev, Tim Patterson had “life-changing
encounters” with The Rt. Rev. Bennett
continued on page 2






