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Sacred Activism: Framing a New Story

-I_he 2009 annual conference of the
Bennett ). Sims Institute for Servant

Q
RN

Leadership to be held at Kanuga
Conferences on the weekend of
April 17-19, 2009, is titled
“Sacred Activism: Framing a
New Story.”

The basic tenets of “sacred
activism” have been around for
centuries, Since lime in memo-
rial, religious mystics have sought
to disengage from the world. But,
invariably, their bouts of seclusion have been
punctuated by equally passionate moments of
re-engagement with the world’s ills. This ebb and
flow of the religious life has been a constant in
human history.

The recent resurgence of sacred activism
seems 1o have been prompted by the confluence
of three factors: A growing consciousness of our
ecological crises (e.g. global warming), the turn
of the millennium, and a new awareness of our
global interconnectedness.

As early as 1992, the ecological-crisis was
stimulating scientists to call upon religious leaders
for help. A group of prominent scientists, led by
the agnostic, Carl Sagan, invited religious leaders
around the world to join them for a summit on
the environmental crisis, explaining that scientists
could disclose the crisis, but only religion could
prompt people to address it. Nonetheless, it took
the psychological jolt of a new millennium along
with a growing awareness of our global connect-
edness, prompted by the Internet and a revolu-
tion in instantaneous communication (vide. The
Earth is Flat by Thomas Friedman), to give birth
to a new and urgent sense of sacred activism.

The new millennium prompted the
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P\CT[ VI& publication of a series of warnings

about the dire need to address the
global crises that we all share.
First came the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals
in 2000. The World Bank fol-
lowed in 2002 with its list of
crises in a publication titled
“High Noon: 20 Global Crises,
20 Years to Solve Them.” Then, in
2004, The Copenhagen Consensus,
a group of world-renowned economists,
put forward its list of 10 challenges titled “Global
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Crises, Global Solutions.”

Shortly thereaiter, religious and spiritual lead-
ers began to respond. A series of conferences and
books addressed the religious issues involved.
Beginning in 2006, the Wisdom University
(www.wisdomuniversity.org/strategic_memo.htmi)
initiated a series of conferences on Sacred Activ-
ism. “The challenge,” they said, “is whether it is
possible to mount a movement of people and ideas
that will realign the very moral compass of America
around a new sense of civic responsibility, an
inclusive spirituality, protection of the earth, and a
new relation between America and the community
of nations.” Their ensuing conferences were primar-
ily shaped by the work of two people: The social
scientist, Paul Ray, and the religious author and
myslic, Andrew Harvey,

Paul Ray is the co-author of a book titled
The Cultural Creatives (2000), which described an
emerging sector of American society made up of
50 million progressive people whose values tran-
scend the customary political affiliations and focus
on sustaining the planet and seeking new spiritual
vitality.

Andrew Harvey, an Oxford trained religious
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