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The Institute for Servant Leadership s an educational ministry offered to the Church.

We belicve the Church is called fo serve God's wision for the world accordfr;g to the prayer the Church knows best
—that God's Kingdom come, God's will be done on earth as in heaven,

We teach thai the power of Servanthood, derived from the life and truth of Jesus, energizes the Church for leadership in
God's work of personal and global transformation—uwhere compassion rules velationships, creation is cherished and justice yields peace,

STARLIGHT

The decorations are down, the
tree lights are out and the old rou-
tines compel us. But life is not
cheerless. Christians across the
world have moved into a muted
Christmas afterglow. We call it
Epiphany. Its symbol is starlight,
not so much for illumining as for
finding one’s way in an unchang-
ing dark. For all the goodness of
last year’s astonishing changes in
world relationships, the human
enterprise remains locked in the
ancient struggle with the princi-
palities and powers of unremitting
Evil

Greed and viclence and tower-
ing indifference fuel the engines of
wickedness in all socielies, rich
and poor-—in America, Eastern
Europe and defiant Iragq—wher-
ever the human spirit is subject to
the seductions of ils basest drives.
The power of Evil would over-
whelm the most hopeful heart
were it not for faith in the
‘counterpower” which Christmas
celebrates and Epiphany keeps
and Christian worship nourishes
with old truth:

“For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

. By the POWER of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary ...”

In a grand economy of words
these cadences from the creed tell
the WHY and the HOW of the
Christmas that needs keeping,

Anyone who has been in-
volved in the now fashionable
work of getting up a purpose
statement for some enterprise
knows how difficult it is to be clear
and concise. This ought to help us
understand that a convocation of

contending clerics, mostly bishops,
always talkative from ancient
times, took weeks and weeks to
hammer out this purpose state-
ment back in 325.

See what it says about Christ-
mas.
A. First the WHY of it: “for
our salvation”. That implies an im-
mensity of power—the power to

(cont’d. on page 2)




STARLIGHT (Continued)

put things right. It’s what contend-

)

blossom by caring and collabora- realism, the answer is SIN! - ‘

ing aspirants for the power of the
White House are talking about
now, in both political parties: the
chance to “put things right’ in our
faltering super-power.

But we need to ask, what is
‘power’? Webster describes it as

domination,

contrel,

the capacity to compel

compliance.

These are Mr. Webster’s fore-
most definitions. Very plausible.
They fit popular understanding.
They mean ‘power over’.

Consider the contrast in the
Christmas story. Here is ‘power
under’~—lowly power—come to
serve, to forgive, to lift, to liberate,
to love. God in a cowstall. Utterly
implausible: Jesus as God, whose
whole life rose not much higher
than this astonishing start. And
his end would have to be ranked
even lower. But behold the conse-
quences of that life and death.
Christians now circle the earth for
the winter festival of his birth.

Who says power is subjugation
and control? We do. All the time.
This is where Webster got his in-
formation—from conventional hu-
man values and behavior. But we
don’t really believe it—not deep
down, or there’d not be a billion
Christians with arms around the
planet now.

Even though behavior belies it,
somehow we know that true
power is not the plausible kind
that rides in limousines, barks or-
ders, brandishes guns, relies on
compulsion. 5till, everywhere, hu-
man enterprise gives in to the
plausibility of ‘power over'—even
though it doesn’t work.

It doesn’t work at home—
where marriage and the family

tion, not by coercion.

It doesn’t work in the office—
where productivity comes of en-
rollment in vision and calling
people to their best, not of threat
and manipulation. -

It doesn’t work in the life of
nations.

Soviet ‘disunion’ is the most
recent demonstration of the failure
of plausible power. Short term
subjugation can last as long as 70
years, but that’s a wink of
history’s eye compared to the lon-
gevity of Christmas.

SUBJUGATION DOESN'T
WORK BECAUSE IT ISN'T TRUE.
All attempts at personal and politi-
cal control turn at last to tyranny,
and tyranny always fails because it
goes against the grain of the uni-
verse. Tyranny defies the power
that sings softly at Christmas and
hangs the Epiphany star. The ulti-
mate collapse of ‘power over’ is
written into the unyielding free-
dom of the human heart — fash-
ioned in the image of God and in-
flexible in its final strength to yield
only to those powers that serve
human freedom in love and law.

We know that this is so, but
cannot behave accordingly. Even
in democracy, structured to the
truth of real power, we corrupt the
system, using it for personal deceit
and public plunder. AND THAT'S
THE PROBLEM. WE ARE HELP-
LESS BEFORE THE POWER OF
THE PLAUSIBLE, yielding to
blandishments that leave us empty
of satisfaction and burdened with
guilt.

The churches are full at Christ-
mas because we all know this
truth. Why can we not rise to the
truth we know in personal and
public performance? In a single
word of penetrating and simple

A for the one to arise in me
who resembles the one I long to be ...
Karl Menninger tells the story

_ of a tattered street prophet who

haunted the center of a modern
town with a single message,
shouting one word to passers-by:
GUILTY. The silent response of
every person was “How did he
know?”

See what salvation means: the
power of God to put us right. It
means rescue and release from
plausible powers—the bewitching
idols of cosmic Evil that subjugate
and manipulate. Jesus called these
powers by striking names like Sa-
tan, Mammon, the Devil, Prince of
Liars.

‘Power Over’, operates
through fear, and fear is the Liar's
cosmic tool. That is why we our-
selves tell lies. “Why do people
lie”, asked Audrey Hepburn of
Cary Crant in the film ‘Charade’.
“Because they want something
and are afraid the truth will not
get it for them”. Bull’s-eye. That
explains every lie I ever told.

Privately, the Liar’s grip of
anxiety tightens on most of us af-
ter dark, especially between 4 and
5 a.m.—after age 40. After 70 the
tightening starts about 3 a.m., be-
lieve me. That is why the climax of
Christmas, for lots of us adults, is
after dark on December 24th, es-
pecially around midnight. God
knows our terrific vulnerability in
the dark and sends news of the
Prince of ‘Tower Under’ to simple
folk “keeping watch over their
flock by night”—and to the
worldly rich and privileged by the
light of a star “which went before
them till it came and stood over
where the young child was...”

“Fear not, for behold [ bring
you good tidings ...” You have
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