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“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high with
difficuity, and we must rise to the occasion. As our case is new so must we think and act anew. We must

If | were President...

For many of us the past has
begun to seem as quiet to us as it did
to Abraham Lincoln in late 1862. A
year and a half after the outbreak of
the Civil War Lincoln sought to arouse
Congress to its gravity. The tempo of
camage had mounted far beyond all
expectations. Compared to pre-war
conditions, for all their social and po-
litical turbulence, the past must have
seemed a sleepwalk. My own sense of
kinship with Lincoln about the “quiet
past” was evoked not long ago by a
series of reflections from school chil-
dren. They appeared in our local daily
paper, The Hendersonville Times-
News (February 15, 1996). The chil-
dren were asked to write a brief state-
ment that began “If I were Presi-
dent...”
“Hi. I'm Samantha Young. You
could call me Sam. | hope to be
President of the United States. |
would make a rule about no
fighting. Please elect me so we
can clean the Earth up... | would
stop all wars and help all people,
especially the poor. | would
change doctor bills by making
them cheaper. All races black or
white would be treated the
same... Children could vote for
president. All the guns will be
melied down in our world.”
Samantha Young,
Dana Elementary School

disenthrall ourselves...”

Abraham Lincoln, Message to Congress,
December 1, 1862

If | were President |
would say, You could not
have a principal in school.
Why? When | start my
work in the moming she
interrupts me, and she is
loud!”

Zachary Wright, Fletcher

Elementary School

“If | were President |
would change several
laws, because right now
guns and drugs are being
sold to kids like yours.

t Older kids like teenagers

\ are getting into guns and
drugs... And I would tell
the directors of shows
and movies to stop
putting so much of those
drugs and guns in shows
and movies. So the whole

Nathan Sims, age 8 family can watch them.”
Milton, NH Megan Wilson, Fletcher
Elementary School

“If I were president | would change alot of things. | would make a zoo down
near the Mall... Everyone’s light bill would be ten doliars a month. Car
payments wouid be 25 dollars and 25 cents for any car of your choice.”
Laura Laughter,
Dana Elementary School

“If | were president, | would hire a secretary which would be my mom. |
would stop sexual abuse... Also | would stop gangs that are bad and stop
people on the streets that seil drugs... | would also stop pollution because it
is messing up the air...”

Jonathan Branam, Edneyville Elementary School
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