WINTER 20012

YVOLUME 19,

O s\-;n\\\\\\‘\

NUMBER |

TURNING POINT is a publication of The Institute for Servant Leadership, an educational ministry providing opportunities
for spiritual formation and leadership development for those who feel called to be servant leaders.

FOUNDER”!

=g

History and Hope: Part 1

§'j~he long
- view of pale-

oanthropology,
the discipline that
digs deep into
human prehistory,
has fascinated me
since junior high
school. I came across an illustrated
text of fossil evidence that began to

lift the Genesis account of human
beginnings from the imprisoning
assumption of literal history up to the
free-breathing level of luminous and
instructive myth. All my reading since
makes it clear that the word “myth”
does not mean what popular parlance
implies—that a myth is a fabrication,
a lie, a vaporous misapprehension,
Would anyone seriously challenge as

a “lie” the redemptive Christmas truths
of Dickens’ story of Ebenezer Scrooge?
Is Dostovevsky's “The Brothers
Karamozov™ a gaseous figment? A
myth is the “truth™ in the high human

brilliance of the storyteller's art,
Evervone knows that the parable of

the prodigal son is not a news report,
but a moving story of divine inspiration
and imperishable truth.

History is the ground of Hope—
and hope'is the sturdy grip on every
tomorrow that girds against the
assumption that what cannot be
known is not to be trusted.

Hope is the future tense
of Faith and Love, and
the need for all three is
pressing—especially
now. We are both privi-
leged and challenged

to be alive on a massive
hinge of history—a
momentous epoch of
changing meanings and world-

views. The dynamism of this shift pre-
cipitates at least two things. First, it
offers excitement in new and liberating
insights, releasing human aspiration
and energy to create a global wisdom

Faith and Finances:

Toward a Road Map for Responsible Investing

?'_ G:E s a social investment profes-
= L sional, I believe that there is
a link between faith and finances. Any
serious and committed approach to
questions of wealth and investments
must keep the strong words of Jesus
at the center: “You cannot serve God
and Money." Might we dare ask if this
declaration can be turned upside
down, so that the question becomes,
“Can we make money and serve God?”

Can our wealth serve God? Money
has power, with tremendous potential
for both good and evil. Of course, we
know the continuing importance of
stewardship, of tithing, of generous

aiving. But is il also possible
to consider serving God
with our money through
appropridte investments?
While productive investing
is an idea not found in the
Bible, the creative use of
invested wealth as a means
for improving human well
heing was not a possibility in ancient
times. In the modern world, however,
massive amounts of capital are
required in order to build business
enterprises that offer employment and
provide goods and services. And that
means investment. In the ancient world
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society of justice, non-violence and
peace. Second, it “unhinges” the
human spirit from old moorings and
drives a desperate clutch at the past.
In large measure throughout the world
it is the second of these effects that
seems to account for the surge of
Fundamentalism in all three of the
mid-Eastern-rooted religions:
Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. Islamic fundamen-
talism now erupts in a
fanatic terrorism that
plagues the planet with
what some are calling
World War III, and
no eruption in human
experience strains hope
in the same way as the
outbreak of violent warfare.

The monstrous outlay in America
and elsewhere for weaponry and
weapons research—and the partially
united global use of it in our “War
on Terrorism”—makes it extremely
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with its basically static, subsis-
tence economy, there were
just three possible uses for
income: consumption, charity,
or hoarding, That is, you
either spent money to meet
needs and wants, or gave it
away, or piled it up in a safe
place. The idea of productive
investment was simply not part of the
Biblical worldview.

The modern idea of productive
investment presents a use of wealth
not considered in ancient times. Yet
the accumulation of capital to enable
increased production is foundational
continued on page 4






