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TURNING POINT is @ publication of The Institute for Servant Leadership, an educational ministry providing opportunities
for spiritual formation and leadership development for those who feel called to be servant leaders,

ﬁﬁ,:’é Lage 82 it
o is time 10

throttle down—
time to relinquish
continued
involvement in
The Institute

: for Servant
Leadership. In the active years left to
me 1 want to focus more sharply on

the call of Christ to be 4 PEACEMAKER.

Since the terrorist assault of 9711,
American preoccupation with
counter-violence and preparation
for war has occupied center stage. To
the President’s credit, he has heeded
the call for restraint by the UN—at
least for now. But the suspicion that
UN inspections will be short-hauled
by a ruthless dictator keeps the
nuclear-backed Bush Administration
trigger-happy.

GUEST INTERVIEW

TP: Tell us about Ecclesia Ministries
and how it got started.

Little: This is a ministry attempting
to connect homeless people, to offer
church, its benefits and values and
connecting them, through Common
Cathedral. to welcoming people
from privileged circumstances or
non-homeless people, generally
from the suburbs. Ecclesia actually
started hefore Common Cathedral
out of something I called “Back Bay
Neighborhood.” When I graduated
from seminary in 1994, and I was a
deacon, the first thing I wanted to do
was to see if 1 could get to know
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Farewell to Turning Point

Ecclesia Ministries
An Interview With Its Founder
The Rev. Dr. Deborabh Little

While these are chilling times that
threaten calamity, The Institute for
Servant Leadership has never enjoyed
such robust health. Bill Jamieson
assumed the presidency in 1999, and
his extraordinary compelence and
energy have brought fresh vigor to an
ever-expanding enterprise, So, while
advancing age and diminished zip have
overtaken the founder (the Institute
began in 1983), God has infused it
with a new birth of aspiration and
stamina. Accordingly, 1 have withdrawn
from the Board, ceased all major
Institute fund-raising and am writing
my final essay for Turning Point. At
Bill's invitation, 1 will continue to help
with the annual spring conference.
Bevond that, I hope to use the time
ahead to write another book from
fragments of pondering and scribbling
over the past few years—this one on
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the possibility of peace.

Not since the Cuban Missile Crisis
has world peace seemed so remote.
Dare I say (with many others) that the
reason for the remoteness of peace is
that the world's singular superpower
is not committed to it? In both the
immediate and long terms, the Bush
Administration is committed not to
Peace but to Power—world controlling
political, monetary and military power.
But a new hope rises. The number of
voices that protest an American rush (o
war increase exponentially each week.
And they represent, not just a peacenik
fringe, but 2 whole conservative/liberal
spectrum, including leaders prominent
in business, the military and in every
religious tradition in America,

I serve on 4 corporate business
board as the lone liberal. One of the
most conservative members, a man of

continued on page 5

homeless people and their
neighbors in a small area of
Boston. [ hoped to bridge
SOME gaps in compassion
and resources, [ fell in love
with the folks and with the
challenge of bringing worlds
together, or trying to. My being on
the street then turned into Ecclesia
Ministries which consists today of a
church, pastoral care and teaching.
We do organizing in our community
and a great deal of outreach to

all denominations. churches and
schools—to welcome them Lo meel
and learn from our homeless people,

The Rev. Dr.
Behorab Little

is founder and
divector of
Leclesia Ministries
i Boston, MA and
a member of the
Instituie’s Board

of Trustees.

TP: What was the genesis of your
wanting “to learn about God from
homeless people in Boston...2"
Little: | had this feeling, starting in
'82 or '83, that [ was not vet doing what
1 was meant to be doing with my life.
1 loved my work in communications
and was an active volunteer in the arts,
AIDS and hospice, and church work,
continted on page 2






