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Fred Burnham

ednesday afternoons

Bennett Sims and 1

sit down for a couple
of hours to explore together a
theme closely associated with the
principals of Servant Leadership.
Sometimes the ideas are drawn
from Bennett’s writings and the
goal is 1o dig deeper. At other
times we pick a theme that is
current in the culture that begs
some commentary. And we have
chosen to discuss persons who
have been particularly influential
in our lives. 1o date we have
explored five ropics: leadership,
compassion, liberation, funda-
mentalism, and Teilhard de
Chardin, one of our theological

heroes. We chose to present our
thoughts on “compassion” in this
issue, because it is the theme of
the annual conference to be held
at Kanuga in April 2000, fea-
turing Karen Armstrong. So here
is a sneak preview.

BJS: For me the key to the
word “compassion” in the New
Testament Greek is “splanknid-
zomai,” a robust term which
literally means “gut feeling.” It
is the kind of visceral sensation
that makes you aware that you
have put yourself in the place
of the other person, particular-
ly in the place of another per-
son’s suffering. It hits you in
the gut rather than simply in
the mind.

Talks on compassion

 a dialogue with Bennett Sims

Bennett Sims, left, and
Fred Burnham visit in
Atlanta after the evensong
celebration of Sims’ 8sth
birthday Oct. 2.

In the King James version,
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splanknidzomai” translates as
the “bowels of compassion” —
“bowels” is a very suggestive
way to put it. It means essen-
tially “to feel from the other
side.” It’s to resonate in the
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Armstrong to /eeynote 2006 conﬁreme

he annual conference “Compassion:

Gateway to the Divine” featuring Karen

Armstrong will take place April 28-30,
20006, at Kanuga Conferences, near Hender-
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who feel called 1o be

tion and the gateway to peace.
servant leaders,

Other speakers will be Marc lan Barasch and

Compassion is the foundation for servant lead-

gions. Compassion is the beginning of reconcilia-

Compassion is something we all need to mark,

Karen Armstrong

learn, and inwardly digest.
Karen Armstrong is
one of the most provoca-
tive commentators on the
role of religion in the
modern world. The
author of books on
Christianity, Judaism,
Islam, Confucianism,
Buddhism and fundamen-
talism, she believes that
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