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2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE PREVIEW

PRACTICING PEACE:

Creative Responses to Violence

by Fred Burnham
L;lst summer | had the privilege of

previewing James Carroll’s new
film:

Sword,” which documents the com-

documentary “Constantine’s
plicity of the Christian community in
the persecution of the Jews from the
11th century up to World War I1. 1 was
truly impressed by the powerful impact
of the film. In subsequent conversa-
tions with Jim, [ discovered that his
primary purpose in producing the film
is to encourage Christians to practice
the act of self-examination as a path-
way to peace. In fact, one might say
that virtually all reconciliation begins
with self-examination.

Shortly thereafter, T had a con-
William Barnwell of
the Washington National Cathedral,

versation with
whose “Committee of Seventy” will be
meeting at Kanuga the same weekend
that we are holding our annual confer-
ence. | discovered that they had invited
Helen Prejean to address their group.
“What a pair,” | thought to myself.
Helen's campaign to end capital pun-
ishment calls upon the country to ¢n-
gage in self-reflection about the moral-
ity of legalized violence. Both of them
are ralking about sclf-examination as a
creative response to violence.

The Conference title followed naturally:
“Practicing Peace: Creative Responses
to Violence.” Then, with the advice
and counsel of the Institute’s Board of
Trustees, the remaining speakers fell

readily into place. We signed up Walter
Wink who is known worldwide for his
workshops on “non-violence.” Walter
has a fascinating view of Jesus’ creative
responses to violence,

June Keener Wink, Walters wife,
is an artist and internationally known
potter. An expert on the integration of
body, mind, and spirit, she will give a
wotkshop on “Practicing Peace” in our
daily lives drawing upon body move-
ment, group meditation, and reflection
upon works of ar.

Next, we called on Mpho Tutu, the
daughter of Desmond Turu, and the
founding Director of the Turu Insti-
tute for Prayer and Pilgrimage at Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary. She will
speak about the “truth and reconcili-
ation” process as a creative response to
violence, seeking to understand how we
each can become a reconciling presence
in a fractured world.

Finally, we have asked Bishop Charles
Jenkins of the Episcopal Diocese of Lou-
isiana to celebrate the closing Eucharist
and to ralk about his efforts to create a
“truth and reconciliation” process in New
Orleans that could address the violence
done to the poorer citizens of that metro-
politan area by Katrina and its afrermath.

You will receive a brochure soon.
We bope you will be with us.
April 11-13th, 2008
Kanuga Conference Center
Visit: www.servleader.org
Contact: 828-692-1694
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