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SPECIAL FEAT

The Lordship of Jesus and The Lordship of Empire

ﬂ;} esus is
Lord™ is

“the most wide-
spread post-
Easter Christian
affirmation. It
is central for
Paul and for
the rest of the

New Testament. Like “Kingdom of

God"” in the message of Jesus, it has

a political meaning as well as a

religious meaning.

The key to seeing its political
meaning lies in the realization that
“lord” was one of the titles of Caesar,
the Roman emperor. Within Roman
imperial theology, Caesar was “lord.”
When the early Christians proclaimed
“Jesus is Lord,” it meant, “Caesar is
not.” To affirm the lordship of Christ
rejected the lordship of Caesar.

Several of the “titles” of Jesus in
the New Testament were also titles of

Marcus Borg

FROM THE

Caesar. On coins and inscriptions,
Caesar was referred to not only as
“lord,” but also as “son of Ged,”
“savior,” “king of kings" and “lord of
lords.” The emperor was also spoken
of as the one who had brought “peace
on earth.”

Early Christians used all of this
language to refer to Jesus. Even the

—by Marcus Borg

Thus the familiar affirmation,
“Jesus is Lord,” now almost a Christian
cliché, originally challenged the lord-
ship of Empire. It still does. To use
examples from more recent times, it is
like Christians in Nazi Germany saying,
“Jesus is mein Fuhrer.” The meaning
is clear: Hitler is not (I owe this insight
to John Dominic Crossan). In the

Christmas story, ) United States
so politically “...the familiar a f,f irmation, today,it
domesticated in o e o s o would mean
our obseryance, ‘Jesus is Lord,” now saying, “Jesus
EE;E;;;;TE almost a Christian cliché, :’H:Em
Caesar. In Luke, originally challenged chief.” Thus,
the angel says N o = _ the President
to the shep- the lordshi Lp o ” En mpire. is not. The
herds, “To you lordship of

is born this day 4 savior who is Christ
the Lord,” who will bring peace on
earth, For the earliest Christians, the
titles and functions of Caesar properly
belong to Jesus.
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Christ versus the lordship of Empire

is the same contrast, the same

opposition, that we see in the Kingdom

of God versus the kingdoms of this

world. Consistent with the political
continued on page 2

Institute Begins New Leadershlp Model

{ 4 t St. Catherine’s Monastery,

»/ B nestled among rugged desert
peaks at the foot of Mt. Sinai, I had a
transforming experience in 1995 that
will come to fruition in a new leader-
ship model for the Institute in 2004.

As I'stood in the candle-lit monastic
church gazing into the eyes of one of
the world's most precious icons, The
Christ of the Sinai, | was transported
beyond the boundaries of any previous
“religious” experience. 1 shared this
with one of the monks and asked him
to tell me about icons: What do they
mean? What is the artist’s intent?

He explained that my question was
typical of 2 Western mind seeking

rational explanations.
Icons, he said, are invita-
tions into mystery. He
showed me a small repro-
duction of Rublev's Holy
Trinity, a depiction of the
three angels who appeared
at the oaks of Mamre
(Genesis 18). They are
seated around three sides
of a table, with the fourth side open.
“What is this?" the monk asked.
“The icon of the Holy Trinity,” T
responded. He asked me to explain the
Trinity, and I offered a formula from
Sunday school. “You are reasoning
with a Western mind,” he said. “It is in

Bill jJamieson

—by Bill Jamieson
mystery rather than reason
that you will glimpse the
Holy. The Trinity expresses
something beyond human
language: the community of
God that is the heart of life.
And there is an open space
for you at the table. You
and all humanity are invited
into this Holy community,
and you will understand it only by
living into it in faith.”

[ continue to ponder the call to
“live into™ the community of God.
How does it translate into daily life and
work? It remains a mystery, but for the
past three years the Institute’s board
continued on page 4






